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REMARKS 

Claims 1-15 are all the claims currently pending in this Application. 

As a preliminary issue, the Examiner has acknowledged Applicants' claim to foreign 
priority and has signed and initialed the references listed with the modified form PTO/SB/08 of 
March 30, 2005. The Examiner has crossed out the references listed in the modified form 
PTO/SB/08 submitted with the IDS of January 4, 2006, indicating that copies of these references 
have not been received. Applicants submit copies of these references herewith for the 
Examiner's review. A pplicants respectfully request that the Examiner return a signed an initialed 
copy of the modified PTO/SB/08 of March 30, 2005 with the next Office communication. 

Specification and Abstract 

The specification stands objected to for failing to reference the claim of foreign priority 

and the PCT filing. The Abstract of the Disclosure stands objected to as exceeding 150 words. 
Applicants amend the specification and Abstract as shown, and respectfully request that the 
objections be reconsidered and withdrawn. 

Claim Rejections — 35 U.S.C. § 112 

Claims 6-12 stand rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 1 12, second paragraph as allegedly not 

drawn to the subject matter of their parent claim. 

Claims 1-15 stand rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 1 12, second paragraph as allegedly 

indefinite. 

With this Amendment, Applicants amend claims 1-5, as shown, and respectfully request 
that the rejections of the claims under 35 U.S.C. § 1 12 be reconsidered and withdrav^. 
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Claim Rejections — 35 U.S.C. § 101 

Claims 1-15 stand rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 101 as allegedly directed to non-statutory 

subject matter. 

First, Applicants note that the Examiner states that "The claims do not recite any 
requirement of computer implementation. However, even if there were such claimed basis, they 
would still fail to meet the latest Guidelines criteria for having such statutory basis. All claims 
fail to meet the minimal requirement of a useful, concrete, and tangible result of a real physical 
world interactive end result supported by any algorithm steps, or structure supporting such 
calculated step, where the end result limitation/data supports the invention of predicting an 
earthquake," Based on these statements, it appears that the Examiner admits that the claims are 
not directed to a computer related invention, but nonetheless, he rejects them for failing to meet 
the Examination Guidelines for Computer-Related inventions (the "Guidelines"). Applicants 
therefore first submit that the claims of the present invention are not directed to a computer- 
related invention. 

Second, Applicants note that claims 1-5 and 13-15 are directed to a statutory "new and 
useful process" under 35 U.S.C. § 101 and that claims 6-12 are directed to a statutory "new and 
useful ... machine [system]" under 35 U.S.C. § 101. If the Examiner is attempting to assert that 
the claimed invention is not "useful" under 35 U.S.C. § 101, Applicants submit that the claimed 
invention is directed to the useful result of predicting earthquakes, as discussed at least in the 
first paragraph of the specification. 
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Third, if the Examiner is attempting to assert that the claims of the present invention are 
unpatentable as one of "laws of nature, natural phenomena, and abstract ideas,"\ Applicants 
submit that the claimed methods and systems for predicting an earthquake are not merely laws of 
nature, natural phenomena, or abstract ideas. Indeed, in the recent Lab Corp case^, the parties 
argued the validity of a claim directed to detecting a deficiency of coblamin or folate comprising 
essentially determining if there is an elevated level of total homocysteine and correlating an 
elevated level to a deficiency.^ In this case, however, the nature of the claim, that is whether the 
claim recited statutory subject matter under 35 U.S.C. § 101, was presumed. The central claim at 
issue in Lab Corp is similar to the claims of the present invention in that they are not computer- 
implemented and there is no technical prong. Indeed, the PTO maintains that there is "no 
judicially recognized separate 'technological arts' test to determine patent eligible subject matter 
under Section 101. We decline to create one."- 

Therefore, in view of at least the above, Applicants respectfully request that the §101 
rejection of claims 1-15 be reconsidered and withdrawn. 



^- Diamond V, Diehr,m\}.S, 175, 185 (1981). 

- Metabolite Labs., Inc. v. Lab. Corp. of Am. Holdings, 370 F.3d 1354 (Fed. Cir., 2004). 

- "13. A method for detecting a deficiency of cobalamin or folate in warm-blooded animals comprising 
the steps of: assaying a body fluid for an elevated level of total homocysteine; and correlating an 
elevated level of total homocysteine in said body fluid with a deficiency of cobalamin or folate." 

^ Ex parte Lundgren, 76 USPQ2d 1385, 1388. 
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Claim Rejections — 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) 

Claims 1-15 stand rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as allegedly unpatentable over either 

Helms (U.S. Patent No. 5,148,1 10) or Park (U.S. Patent No. 6,307,375). It is Applicants' 

understanding that in making the rejection over either Helms or Park, the Examiner intended to 

reject claims 1-15 under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) over Helms and rejected claims 1-15 under 35 

U.S.C. § 103(a) over Park. Applicants respectfully traverse this rejection. 

The present invention is directed to detecting a magnetic force line originating from a 
focus of an earthquake in order to predict the earthquake. These magnetic force lines vary slowly 
over the course of months or years, they diminish rapidly with distance from the focus of the 
earthquake, and they cannot be easily detected due to a masking effect due to geomagnetism. 
Due to these properties of the magnetic force lines, they can only be detected as a synthesized 
vector, when the local geomagnetism has been accounted for. Thus, when the focus of the 
earthquake is not known, in order to estimate a position of a focus of a future earthquake and to 
estimate the seismic intensity of the future earthquake, magnetic force line vector data from a 
number of measuring points over a broad geographic area must be taken into account, measured 
over a period of years, and summed. 

The present invention is different form the methods taught in Park and Helms because in 
the present invention, the magnetic force line vector that is measured is a vector varying quantity 
of magnetic force line vector data which vary very slowly in years from all measuring points of a 
number of magnetic force line measuring points. In contrast, in the references, the magnetic 
force line vectors that are used vary over a few minutes to a few hundred milliseconds. 
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In view of the above, therefore, Applicants respectfully request that the rejections of 
claims 1-15 be reconsidered and withdrawn. 

Conclusion 

In view of the above, reconsideration and allowance of this application are now believed 
to be in order, and such actions are hereby solicited. If any points remain in issue which the 
Examiner feels may be best resolved through a personal or telephone interview, the Examiner is 
kindly requested to contact the undersigned attorney at the telephone number listed below. 

The USPTO is directed and authorized to charge all required fees, except for the Issue 
Fee and the Publication Fee, to Deposit Account No. 19-4880. Please also credit any 
overpayments to said Deposit Account. 



Respectfully submitted, 




SUGHRUE MION, PLLC 
Telephone: (202) 293-7060 
Facsimile: (202) 293-7860 



Laura Moskowitz 
Registration No. 55,470 



WASHINGTON OFFICE 



23373 



CUSTOMER NUMBER 



Date: November 29, 2006 
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(54) DAMAGE INFORMATION COLLECTION AND MANAGEMENT DEVICE 
(57)Abstract: 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To provide a damage 
information collection and management device which * 
quickly can grasp the damage situation at the time of 
occurrence of a damage due to a heavy rain or an 
earthquake and collects information to accurately 
perform restoration works from a disaster and efficiently 
performs a series of works from initial activities of 
restoration works from the disaster up to 
countermeasure activities. 

SOLUTION: An information. terminal 101 or the like 
transmits a damage report including position information 
of plural damaged areas to a disaster information center 
121 via a communication line 131. A portable information 
terminal 1 1 1 transmits image data, to which position 
information of a photographed place is added, to the 
disaster information center 121. An identity 
discrimination part 1 23 obtains the distance between the 
position of a representative point of each damaged area 
and the position of the photographed place of image data 
and stores image data in a damage information storage part 1 24 in relation to the damaged area 
for which the distance is shortest. A display part 125 displays the damage report and the image 
of every damaged area. 
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